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§5401. Establishment of Agricultural Council on
Environmental Quality

(a) Establishment

The Secretary shall establish an Agricultural
Council on Environmental Quality in the De-
partment of Agriculture (hereafter in this chap-
ter referred to as the ‘‘Council’”’). The Council
shall be under the direct authority of the Sec-
retary, and shall be responsible for carrying out
the provisions of this chapter, and for coordina-
tion and direction of all environmental policies
and programs of the Department.

(b) Membership

Membership of the Council shall consist of the
Secretary, the Deputy Secretary, the Assistant
Secretary for Natural Resources and Environ-
ment, the Assistant Secretary for Science and
Education, other under and assistant secretaries
as may be designated by the Secretary, and the
Director of the Office of Agricultural Environ-
mental Quality, established in section 5402 of
this title, who shall serve as the Executive Di-
rector of the Council. The Secretary shall des-
ignate a member of the Council, other than the
Executive Director, as chair of the Council.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XIV, §1471, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3619.)

§5402. Office of Agricultural Environmental
Quality

(a) Establishment

The Secretary shall establish an Office of Ag-
ricultural Environmental Quality in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (hereafter in this chapter
referred to as the ‘‘Office”’).

(b) Director

The Office shall be administered by a director
who shall be appointed by the Secretary. The
Director shall be an individual who has dem-
onstrated technical expertise and experience in
agricultural and environmental matters.

(c) Staff
(1) Appointments

The Director may appoint such employees as
may be necessary to assist the Director in car-
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rying out this section. Such employees shall
include individuals who have professional ex-
pertise in matters related to environmental
quality, including (but not limited to) agricul-
tural production, water quality, wetland, wild-
life conservation, soil conservation, and agri-
cultural chemical usage.
(2) Liaisons

The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Secretary of the
Interior shall detail to the Office upon request
of the Secretary, on a reimbursable basis, at
least one employee, respectively, with exper-
tise in matters related to agriculture and en-
vironmental quality. Such detailed employees
shall serve as a liaison for their respective
agencies with the Department of Agriculture
to assist the Director in carrying out the pro-
visions of this section. The term of the detail
shall not exceed 3 years.
(3) Additional staff

Upon request of the Secretary, the head of
any Federal agency is authorized to detail, on
a reimbursable basis, employees of such agen-
cy to the Office to assist the Director.

(d) Duties of Director
(1) In general

The Director shall assist the Council in de-
veloping a departmental and agency-specific
environmental quality policy statement and
implementation plan and an annual agricul-
tural environmental quality report, as speci-
fied in section 5403 of this title. The Director
shall coordinate and monitor the activities of
the Department regarding initiatives and pro-
grams related to environmental quality and
the interpretation of departmental policies af-
fecting environmental quality. The Director
shall serve as a member of the Council and as
its Executive Director.

(2) Additional duties

The Director shall also be responsible for—

(A) recommending to the Council environ-
mental protection goals and specific pro-
grams, initiatives, and policies that will bal-
ance the needs of production agriculture
with environmental concerns;

(B) providing advice to the Council on the
development, implementation, and review of
activities of agencies of the Department to
ensure consistency with the Department’s
environmental protection goals;

(C) coordinating environmental policy
within the Department through the program
managers, and between the Department and
other Federal agencies, regional authorities,
State and local governments, land-grant and
other colleges and universities, and non-
profit and commercial organizations, regard-
ing programs and actions relating to envi-
ronmental quality;

(D) serving as a coordinator for the De-
partment’s data, information, programs, and
initiatives dealing with environmental qual-
ity;

(E) developing the plans and reports re-
quired as specified by this chapter; and

(F) providing such staff as may be nec-
essary to support the activities of the Coun-
cil.



